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T S R P L I T T

INTEBNATIONAL COORDINATION

by Rt. Rev. lisgr. A. Wycislo, B84,

A very important and perhaps determining part of history
9als with mankind on the move. In our generation this
Lovemer + is tragically associated with two world wars. These
8T8 have demonstrated that the most lasting effects of
'%an's inhumanity to man" are felt by those left homeless,
diSplaced, expelled or exiled. If any lesson is %o be drawn
0n theoe decades of homelessness, it is that all men must
Join together in providing positive and coordinated solutions

to the movement and resettlement of displaced human beings.

More and more the people of every nation are beginning

o See the wisdom of working together. lMore and more people

realize that we are in an age of international interdependence,

-Charity which hasg Christ'as its center broadens. It is never
g

taught
8%, nover national. Our Holy Father has the world not
M1y that it io Christlike to take care of a single orphan,
by Bhat there 'io'a Chrietithe spirit in promoting cooperation

etween national Catholic organization devoted to charity.

'Qhristlike charity also promotes common interests Where these

interests center about the desire for freedom, the desire

Fr - home and a opportunity b0 work, our Holy Father has

again emphasized how Christlike it is that all nations work
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%gether to assist in the movement of people seeking and

Nggqs
Sding homes and work.

B o movensmis o people flowed silently, sometimes
mthout control of any kind. There was little or no govern-
mental interference and little regulation. Today, everything
iaregulated - no one crosses a border alone - on must have
°Pcompany passports, indentity papers, visas, certificates
11 sortg. Despite this restrictionism, migration is not
ﬂthing of the past. And so, in this era of the dispossessed,
ePPoblems of emigration and immigration that face displaced

phﬁon, the refugee, expellees, escapees and "surplus people™
o ’

al‘egr‘eat and, without some assistance, well nigh insurmountable,
’ ]

%Dle Sti11 move and people will continue to move, ang people

W .

: loye need help: they must be helped with visa applications
M o | : eived, resettled ang
trdnsportation; they must be rec g

“Erateq in the countries of their cholce.

z . . the problem of migration
% ML thig obviously emphasizes

Q}ld s
; is area alone. However
ty en room for improvement in th .
8

Sheer physical movement. True, there is much to be saig

greater challence of migration, and therefore of international
o

0pg- i : ; : :
1 bdlnation of Chatolic activities in this field, lies far
eeber
'y . :
% w3 i ion and application of thoge
soit "lthout serious consideratio
al

* A successful international program of migration cannot
ec

Processes intimately connected with the movement of
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People, These proceégg%ugrowth of population, the development
.°f900nomies, the process of evaluating the quality of migrants,

the effects of nationalism, and finally the cultural process.

Population growth, in both sending and receiving countries,
Hlects man's aims and problems. Some of these may be reduction
0fLlnemp]_oyment, perhaps cheap manpower, individual and national
semuity the maintenance of class, religious or other vested
nterests. liugsolini wanted more people for conguest, now Italy
tag an unemployment problem; India wants fewer people; Latin-
AnleI‘:Lca needs skills; underpopulated countries need workers;
%mrlca has vested interests, But whatever the aims, they
Yary at different times and vary between different nations

& . . .
ng Cven vary between groups within a nation.

It woula appear to us that coordinated Catholic bodies
presenuatlve of many nations must look seriously 1n¥% Brovlenm
Ofpopulatlon crowth. Too much is being written and too much
fluence is being brought to bear to provide the easy solution
poPulatlun growth. There is danger in that philosophy which
MRteg that the desirable number of people and the desirable

Q
tte Of growth are matters of subjective oplnlqn. Opinion as
0

how pPopulous a family or a gtate should be is not in
Co

nformity with natural law and man's supernatural destiny,

Second, there is the social process involving the economies

Coy, in migration activities. Very man
Ntries participating opinion v

b
QQOHS believe. and it is the popular, that all human activities
’
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are solg}§e%gﬁgrd material satisfactions - employers seek
Cheap labor; organized workers oppose migration in order
to Protect their standard of living. gﬁnbggegove in order
to eat better and employers seek workers to improve their
Baterig] position. There is no denying the importance of
e°0nomic causes in the movements of men. But beyond the
Uecessity to meet basic human needs, 1t is not true that
®Conomi ¢ drives are the most fundamental of human motives.
Man is not wholly an animal. He 1s body and soul. And a

W gran+ seeking to improve his material position in life
%ants mope than just food, clothing and shelter. Why, even .
the native who receives him must honestly aduit that he

Views immigration along religious, racial and so many other

n
“M~economic standards.

Herein, international coordination of migration activies
4 ,

is MOst important. The catholic Church, committed to spread
the Truth, sees in the Catholic migrant not motives of the
flegy alone, but motives of the spirit as well, and perhaps
&Dove all, llen may and do seek social status, men do strive
for o plane of living above mere physical existence - but,
Whie they seek to live better, to rise above mere existence,
Qatholic movement agencies must ever keep before the emigrant

M the pative man's supernatural goal — his desire to be

free to practice his faith, to raise his family in peace.,
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Next, we have the process of evaluating the quality of
Werants., There is probably less concern over the guantity
of migrants than over their gquality. It is popular to emphasigze
tha ¢ countries of emigraé?gi'i% let go of their less desirable
People, and countries of immigration only want the best to
Come in, Tn our day, sad to say, the kinds of people who are
preferred vary sometimes with labor needs. lluscles are
S0me t1 e g preferred over minds, and when we look deeply into
the basic policies of some receiving countries; America, for
instance, we note in this our day a national-origins (quality-

for~quality) policy that is outmoded and indefensible.

An objective approach to this matter of the quality of
migrants cannot be avoided or easily put aside. It behooves Cathol
a&encies to study and make known the real potentials of
migrants — what these mean to the sending country and the
receiving country alike. How can this be achieved except
ﬂnbugh coordinated Catholic activities on an international
Seale, We note here a vast field of work that includes the

basic for evaluation of migrants on the basis of biOlogical’

“Htura) and psychological criteria.

The actusl effect of immigrants upon the so-called
hereditary intelligence of & country is alleged to be g

1 ; - le: the st
1010glca1 question. To give an examp ream of
immj i States h
&rants from Europe to theé United States has been composeq

ng . tlg{at the
0 " -
5 tionalities, not races. Yet, despite the fact theories
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of inferiority or superiority of national stocks has been
Worighly discredited, the influence of so-called intellectuals

Who preach these theories is considerable.

The kind of values and institutions and their effects
Ypon asgimilation and their possible cultural contributions
€@lls for an evaluation of cultures which immigrants bring
into a country. Where such cultural characteristics, as often
happens, are erroneously attributed to biological causes (a
Werant!s virtues or vices are part of his nature) they are

ASsumegq to be inherent and permanent and the basic for criteria

B the so1cction of migrants.

Then, finally, the attitudes of natives towards imuigrants,
80 0ften based upon unreality, is a psycological question.
)
The quality of migrants is assumed to be good if those receive

thep believe that they have gqualities similar to their own.,

EXperlence makes all men value p081tlvely those with
Whon they have had happy relationships, and negatively view
thoge with whom they have been displeased or have had no
relationship at all. In what area can Catholic migration
agencies better apply the norms of Christlike understanding
™A ¢o0awill toward all men than in this basic human
expresSion of likes and dislikes. How important coordination
£ an international scale in this area is, therefore, needg

Doy %0 be emphasized any further. Suffice to say that any
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ﬂ,:’9;,L=,pe¢1; of migration is subject %o evalvation.Evaluation of
natlonal migration programs in this fundamental area of
ant g relationship to man is h15iy desirable and possible

of &chievement only in a coordinated international atmosphere.

What of migration and nationalism? Nationalism has great
lmportance agone of the settings within which human migration
take g place. Its meaning, to migrants themselves and the
People who receive them, has great influence upon relations
between nations that control migration. Movement involves
Qhange and international migration is distinctively that
YWpe or movement which implies affiliation with a new country.
Nationalism is a 8001ailat °Bot merely a process of physical .mover

i
¥ can, therefore, be understood only in terms of those

0 . ;
ther g influencing it and influenced by it.

Social processe

llen, +to be happy, 4o develop a sense of belonging, be

t !
hay belonging a family, & recreation group, a community, or,

1 . N
% a wiger sense, be that belonging a political party or a

Chy : e
*eh, Among various groups, at various tlmes and under

Vg
Tloyg circumstances, this belonging takes on varying

de
8ees of intensity. The pigrant reacts to the nationalism

of .
the people who receive him. He soon recognizes and strives

hlmSelf to obtaln a sense of belonging - he will try +to

"®direot tpnig reeling toward a mew national loyalty. ligration

Ug bringghationalisn into contact and sometimes into
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Conflict with the social factors that distinguish the native
from the stranger. Much is determined by nationalism: it
influences personal and group attitudes, it influences
hationgl legislation and even international agreements, it

determines admission to citizenship and regulates the lives
°f migrants.

Migration is, therefore, an international process -

fade up of a complexity of social processes, the concern
Of all people involved. No one will deny that tensions -
*Conomic, religious and cultural - brought about by migration

OT causeqd by ite restriction, are part of that concern.

Coordinating Catholic activity on an international

Seale can do much to influence that concept of migration

tha 4 springs of a concern for man as man - the creature of

Gog _ to whom is due respect for his rights, his feelings,
hig attachment to folkways and traditions, no less nationalistic

Bt part and parcel of the new loyalty o & new country, to

8 y s
New nationalisme.

Finally, we must consider the cultural processes inherent
?

in Telationships between people and their effect on migration
actiVitieS Here we make reference to that process through

Whi oh immigrants and natives acquire common values. Here we

refer to the conflicts that arise between native and immigrant

e between different groups of immigrants.
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4 man's most cherished values, those he will defend even
With hisg life, are tied up with his family and his religion.
Here pe finds the standards for evaluating other people and
Otherp cultures. Changing these values is well nigh out of
question, but interpreting them in the light of new
Surroundings is the serious obligation of those engaged in
moving people. liigration does involve some cultural changes,
for g0ood or bad, depending on the manner in which native
anqg imnigrant or various groups of immigrants cement their

elathnshlp@.Imm1 rants desire to hold to their way of

Sire _ natives want to prevent change in theirs. Here we
Wigh+ have much to say on how national immigration policies
Te formed because of conflict between these two sets of
Values. On the positive side, and we prefer to emphasize

thisg, tolerance and understanding haVi ?een of mutual benefit
%0 boty native and immigrant. Each has to offer and there neeg
be N0 compromise of standards. liigration, we repeat, does

Dot involve mere physical movement - it includes the transfer
of SHritual as well as material qualities. Personal contact
fay Produce conflict, but if conflict can be avoided we see

) mog+ effective, acceptable and sometimes much needed culture

“hangs

How can these problems arising from cultural procesgeg
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inVOIVed in migration be interpreted except through an exchange
L Only a well coordinated program of activities
o gn international scale can bring about mutual trust and
WMerstanding of these cultural differences which tend to

Starg . even destroy the benefits of migration.

Our purpose in this paper has been an effort to show

tag Migration is not so much a matter of sheer physical
I%Vement of man, but part of a complex of social relationshipg
€t"’S»ooiated with the movement of populations and requiring
Qwaul interpretation. We have indicated premises for the
OI'm-ula,tion of an infernationally coordinated migration
Mbgram, You might also consider these premises desirable
goe‘lso We have consistently indicated the importance of

Wongy organizations working together on an international
Sea)q 88 best q&iified to provide interpretation of these

Qeial I‘elationshipsaﬁanOJ-Ved in migration.

, It is axiomatic that the day of uncontrolled migration
130Ve : ) hat narrow nationalism, petty
T. It is fundamental t

mﬁjudices and selfishness must be removed from our personal

g .
. ternational relations.
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