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THE GIUNTA CATTOLICA ITALIANA--FER IL'EMIGRAZIONE

ACTIVITIES ON NATIONAL LEVEL

by Giuseppe Lucrezio

The increase of emigration during the late
Post-yar period has confirmed the decisive role of
"individualn emigration, that is, migration resul-
Ying frop individual initiative and not from mass
reel'ui'bment under international governmental or
bilateral agreements.

And this is logicals men are obviosly invol-
"®4 in economic plans although planification of the=
e Movements is a very complex matter and requires
thorough preparation and intense activity to adapt
O%th to the varyng demands of the general situation
énd %0 the particular needs of the countries invol-
'ed, Assisted emigration requires from the govern-
fentg ®normous finacial, technical and diplomatic
ef£°rts and burdens them with the responsibility
ot @nly for possible imperfections in the plans
buy 8lso for those that the emigrant believes
Shouy ¢ be attributed to governments.

It is undeniable that today the very concep-

Lon of agsisted emigration has to be revamped if

44
b 18 to answer the demands of a modern economy.
‘i@r&tion in the world of today has taken on en—
Tely new characteristics, and past experience,

| Ug
‘ *Tul g5 1t may be, is insufficient to provide a
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Precise frame for a mass emigration policy that is

Certainly effective.

Individual emigration especially that resul-
®ing from a call or summons from an emigrated rela-
tlve, 1g undoubtedly more economical and safer. The
Person doing the inviting ("chiamante") knows the
workipg capacities and the character of the person
alled ("chiamato"), he assures him of work he is
®®rtain to have andwhich will most probably be adap-
ed to nig possibilities. After arrival, the new
Tigrant will find in the one who called him over a
feal ang private social worker who will help him
¥o get acclimated and to overcome at least the fir-
St difficulties confronting any person who goes to

5 foTeign land,

Much more complex is the situation of those
"ho emigrate under a working contract, because they
fave to make sure of the validity of the contract
itself. When it is validated by consular authorities
nq Verfied by competent governmental or non-govern-
enta) organizations in the immigration cbuntry,
then any reservations in this respect become needless.

Of course, individual emigration also invol=
v
°S dangers and drawbacks, but they are easier and

8
SS expensive to compensate for.

Excluding big polonization schemes (and recent
8
xperiences have shown what a long and complex pre-
DI‘a‘f‘;i()n such schemes require), assistance could be
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directed towards allowing and encouraging indivi-
dual emigration which, among other advantages, awa-
kens 1ess suspicion and fear of competition among

the trade unions of the immigration country.

An efficient information service available
%0 both the caller ("chiamanti®") and the called
(“Chiamati") on the actual working and living con-
Utions in the various countries; pubblicity mate-
rial aimed at increasing the number of "summons"
"ith the help of assistance organizations having
%dequate facilitiess a quick but serious control on
the Spot of the trustworthiness, the seriousness and
the aubstance of the offers of employment and working
eontracts; a strong and wise effort to prevent the
“*Paration of families; suitable kinds of assistan-
& 'in Italy, during the journey, and abroad; ade-
Wate nelps to enable the emigrant to afford the
heavy expense of his transfer and settlement - all
%8¢ are measures that might, without any exces-
Slve burden and with an assured result, intensify
the Dain and most useful current of emigration.

We should return now to some of the points
"®Ntioned summarily above, but we did not want to
*nq this summary without having drawn attention to
thB Necessity of improving information services.
Ybreciable results in this field have been ob-
lned poty by governmental and non-governmental
ageneies but there still remains a lot to be done),
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Another urgent necessity is that of constantly im
Proving the cooperation between governmental bodies -

8d voluntary assistance agencies.

There is another point we find necessary to
Underline briefly: that is the financing of indivi-
%al emigration, by which we mean financial assistan
®® of those who have the opportunity to emigrate but
"o do not have enough money of their own to cover

the trayvel expenses.

In our opinion one of the most effective me-
s of assistance would be the grant of loans, with
S que precaution, but without interest, and in a
SPirit of enlightened liberality.

One must go in search of the good emigrant,
the One who either may be utterly indigent or one
Who has a 1ittle something but not enough to enable
fin to face all the emigration expenses, provided
- is a trustworthy person who does not have the ty=
P8 of garantee which banks from their particular
VieWPOint rightly consider as indispensable for the
Srant of credit,

Let us remark tha the inquiries which certi-
Ty T0 the sbovementioned facts are anything but
S'35"9 it may not be sufficient to resort to the
sual Procedure., One cannot judge a man just becau-
® he has the required documents in good order or
“Cause nig neighbors speak good or evil about hims
e Might risk making colossal mistakes one way as



the other,

Voluntary agencies may also in this respect
be of precious help, and a striking example has been
8lven by the 1loans they have already granted thanks
%o the I.C.E,M. revolving fund, thus enabling thou-
Sands of emigrants to depart, with the total outlay
in loans to a value of several million of dollars

and trifling general expenses.

This was possible owing to the ramificated
*T&anization of these agencies and to the fact that
*hey are united all together in international orga-
niz&tions which succeed - thanks to the cooperation
e the various natiohal agencies = in recovering
Wite easily their loans in the reception countries
d qn controlling on the spot their references and
@uarantees, all of which would be very difficult for
Shy Other type of organization espe¢ially outside

O =
T itg own territory.

We notice with great satisfaction the increa-
“ing interest that even the publich authorities now
dog | : :
Sdicate to these questions, an interest that is

8
hown by the various measures adopted.

Of course, those whose departure is consi=-
Sreq to be "assisted emigration" also need to be
*lped ang guided, but in this respect governmental
I‘ga‘niZations act in another way, predominantly
Tougy informational activities and complementary
Slstance,

h

0

a3




Ay

- As we have said, assistance to emigrants can
ly be provided by the State in certain fields
Yhough in the most important of them - and in certain
Tespectg (according to its specific competence and
0 the basis of subsidiarity) so that numerous tasks
%'¢ 81111 left to non-governmental organizations .

(Whicp are called "voluntary agencies").

These agencies may be confessional, neutral,
*®lated to trade unioms, or flatly political. Bach
°f them is organized of course in a different manner,
having its own characteristics and varying with the
*oUntry ana the local legislation on this matter,

These various types of organizations may,
howeVer, be divided into two main groups:

a) Organizations connected with a single na-
tional organization, with duties of a representati-
'8 or exXecutive or operational nature and with bran-
*h °ffices adequate in number and structure to the
heedS’ etc,

b) Organizations which are connected to more

than Ohe organization, each of them having their
'own Specific powers and particular operational tasks,
" or them headed by a central institute which is
aupDOsed to coordinate and support their activities,
. Tepbresent them all in its national or internatio-
R headquarters, to provide them with all necessa-

information, etc. etc., and to carry out the ope=-

o]
*longy activities which, for practical reasons,



st be concentrated in a single institute for each

Country (as is the case for instance with the gran-
¥ing of loans, etc.).

In this brief report we intend to examine
®®rtain aspects of the organizations belonging to
*Joe b, first of all in the Catholic field. More pre-
®isely we shall say a few words about the Catholic
°rganizations for assistance to emigrants, how they
8¢ set up in Italy, and in particular how the Giun

ta Cattolica per 1'Emigrazione is organized,

gﬂiﬁglic Services of Assistance to the Emigrant

4) The Church

The Sacred Consistorial Congregatiom, which
TeCeiveq from Saint Pius X the mission of providing
Piritual assistance to emigrants, has also been ap-
DOinted by His Holiness Pope Pius XII to carry on
"8 work of the Church in the field of migration.

The Apostolic Constitution "Exsul Familia",

R 4Ccordance with the above-mentioned sanctions
QOVerns whatever relations may arise in this re-
“Peoy, between the Sacred Consistorial Congregation
81d g Sacred Congregation of Oriental Rites and
B Qongregation for the Prapegstion of the Faith
g has created a Supreme Emigration Council and
an International Secretariat for the Apostolate of

® Sea connected with the Sacred Consistorial Con
gregation.
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The same Apostolic Constitution "Exsul Fami-
lia" confirms the establishment within the Sacred
consistorial Congregation of the Office of the De-
legate of "Opere di Emigrazione" who, in a later
Part of thig report, will be briefly referred to as

B8 Emigration Delegate.

This delegate is appointed to encourage by
the Most appropriate means the ppiritual welfare of
*ligrants, without any distinction as to race, ton-
Sue, Nationality or, servatis servandis, of rite.
It 1g also his task to maintain suitable contacts
"ith hational and international institutes and or-
Sizations at work in the emigration field.

Moreover the Delegate assists with his ad-
"% and activity all Catholic institutions, and or-
ganiZations, national and international, dealing
"th emigration and assisting migrants. The corre-
Sponding diocesan and parochial associations refer
° him £op matters not interfering with the rights
°F the Ordinary.

In the Secretariat of State of His Holiness
! Sre ig a special "Emigration Office" for migration
m&tters falling within the competence of the Secre-
STiat op State,

For the special preparation of priests who

s:tend to devote themselves to the spiritual assi-
Shce of emigrants (ship chaplains and missionaries

: ®higrants) His Holiness Pope Pius X created the
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Pontifical College of Priests for Italian Emigration.
B) International Lay Organizations

In 1951 was created the International Catho-
e Migration Commission (I.C.M.C.) for the purpose
°f Wiiting and coordinating the activities of the
V&rious National Catholic Organizations which deal
"ith migration, representing them on the internatio-

el levey and studying the specific problems of this
fleld

Among other activities, the I.C.M.C. operates
" information and editorial center. The head offi-
% ig ip Geneva. Worthy of particular mention is the
fact that the I.C.M.C., has constituted a special fund
for the purpose of franting interest-free loans to
Qertain types of individual emigrants who repay on
My Monthly terms, The request for credit must be
proQ@Ssed through the responsible national Catholic

gaanation.

Q
) Lhe Ttalian Organization.

1) The Dirgctor of the Opere per 1'Emigrazione

plains his tasks as they have been defined in the
Dostollc Constitution "Exsul Familia®" (Title II =
hapo I- Arto 6).

Also specified in "Exsul Familia" (Tigle II-
tap, III) are the powers and duties of the Director

¥ s
‘\hlE Chaplains for Italians.
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2) Among the lay organizations, the Giunta
923t01ica Italiana per l1'Emigrazione has the task
°fvuniting and coordinating the activities of all
the Italian Catholic organizations in the field of
*higration,

The Giunta is composed of a President and
the following members: The National Director of
Emigration\Services in Italy, the Rector of the
Pontifiagy College of Priests for Italian Emigration,
*he National Director of Ship Chaplains, the Natio-
%8l Director of Apostolatus Maris, the National Di-
Tector of the organization for assistance to woman
"OTkers in the rice fields, the President of the
NatiOnal Association for Assistance to Italian Mis-
“lonaries, the President of the A.C.I., the Presi-
0% of the Patronato A.C.L.I., the President of
e Pe0.A,, the Director of ONARMO, the General Pre-
“Went or the Society for the Protection eof Girls,
the President of the Conference of St. Vincent de
%L, the National Director of the Apostolate of
fayer, The Delegate for the Emigration Services is
f ox officio member of the Giunta.

In addition the Giupta may co-opt not more ;
"M three Presidents of Diocesan Emigration Commi-
t
°S on tne proposal of the National Director, and

v ehOOSe, as well, several other persons particu-

th

Srly Competent in this matter.

Within thé Giunta there is a Governing Board
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Presided over by the President of the Giunta and com
Posed of the President, the Vice-President and the

secfetary Treasurer,

The President, who is empowered to represent
the Giunta legally, the Vice-President and the Secre-
tary Ireasurer are all appointed by the Holy See.

The Giunta is a member of the I.C.M.C. (its
B eident 15 o member of the Governing Committee of
%het organization) and it is, moreover, the corre-
SPondent agency for the Commission in Italy.

. The Giunta's purpose is to contribute to the
lncreaSingly effective assistance to emigrants in
rder 4o safeguard the natural rights of human bein=-
88 as they are defined in papal teaching.

In particular it will have tog

a :

I) Tepresent in matters concerning emigration the
Atalian Catholic organizations before government bo=
®S, Italian and foreign, and also at congresses

8n . .
d Conferences on emigration problemsg

b
i) %0 strive for better coordination of Catholiec
nitiatives in the fields of emigration and assistan=
e

® to amigrantss

e
) %o establish and maintain contacts with interna-
onal, national and possibly local organizations

opr c
aSsistance to amigrantsg

(|
s) %0 holg congresses, conferences and maetings
0
88 to improve the cooperation and give a Chri-
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Stian orientation to the legislation and public opi-
Nion concerning emigration problems;

&) to develop any other activity useful in the ful-

filiment of its aims,.

In case of need the Holy See may charge the
Glunta to dgeal with refugee problems,

The Giunta publisches its own widely cireu-
lating Bulletin with supplements on matters which
1nterest more directly the affiliated organizations

and,in general those which deal with emigration pro-
blems

It has sent representatives to the most impor-
Yant meetings and national and international confe-
fenceg where emigration questions or related matters

8, s -
B8 50 be discussed.

The Giunta also maintains contact, sometimes
direot, with counterpart national Catholic organiza-
"long in other countries. The direct contactis have
Bee Made either in Italy with delegates of these
organiZations who were there on visit, or abroad th-

I‘ °
ugh representatives of tis own sent for this pur-
DOge

Ofcourse, the ties are close and contacts fre=-
Wen between the Giunta and the International Catho-
e Yigration Commission.

Frequent, too, are the contacts between the

G
'C'I-E. and ICEM, some of them personal contacts
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between representatives of the two organizations in

Rome and in Geneva.

Mention has been made of the granting of loans
%o emigrantsy it might be added now this service is
®omplemented by the numerous measures of assistance
°f all kinds that the Giunta and its affiliated orga-
Mzations offer to needy emigrants (room and board
entirely or partially free in Emigrants' Hostels ma-
18884 by the P.0.A. or A.C.L.I. in Genoa, Naples and
MesSina, technical assistance connected with the do=-
SUments gng formalities; contacts with shipping com=-
Panies 4o procure greater comfort and lower-cost

paSsage 9 6Tc, ) °

3) Diocesan Commitees for Emigration were
ereatedy as we have said, by His Holiness Pope Pius

X Tirgt by a letter from the Secretary of the Sta-
b dateq September 8, 1911, and by the Motu Proprio
]

Tan Pridem® of March 19, 1914.

His Holiness Pope Pius XII, gloriously reigning,
% the Apostolic Constitution "Exsul Familia® confir-
fleg this institution and warmly recommended to the
Ordinaries in Italy the organization of such commit-—
°%s ag being one of the most effective means of pre-

ars ¢
Ting and assisting amigrantse.

These commitees have now been set up in almost
a the dioceses and their activity, carried on in
%8¢ collaboration with the Direction: of Catholic
Bt 00 Sorvices in Ttaly and with the Giunta

Q y .
tt°110a Italiana per 1'Emigrazione, is always
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inereasing, aspecially since the initial phase of

- Organization has ended.

As has already been said, the delegates of
Organizations dealing with emigration on the dio-
Cesan level are members of the diocesan committees
for emigration. This means that all the subsidiary
branches of organizations which are united and coor-
Unated in the Giunta Cattolica Italiana per 1'Emi-
Srazione take part, among them being the "Opere
DiOCesane di Assistenza" (ODA), Patronati Provin-
lali ed Organizzazioni locali delle ACLI (PPACLI),
Segretariati del Popolo delle ACLI (Comunali), Co-
Wtati Diocesani di Azione Cattolica (C.D.A.C.)
8d Associgzioni Collegate (men, women, young
bYoys ana girls belonging to Catholic Action, the
0°I°C,c,9 etc.); some other organizations such as
the "gentro Italiano Feminile (CIF) of purely local
0hal‘acter and also the "Pationati Emigranti®, where-
Vor they existe

In the ports, local organizations of the Apo-
STolatyg Maris also belong to them.

+ o+ +

. We hope that these brief particulars and the
‘Older attached will be sufficient to give a summary
l 3
deg of the existing Italian organizations for assi-

8
8Nce 1o emigrants.
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II.

Activity in 1956

Encouraged by the approval of its Statutes,
€raciously granted by His Holiness, the Giunta not
Only carried on its usual activities during 1956
Mt managed to increase and intensify all its fields
of activities so as to work always more and better,
Striving to attain the goals set in the Apostolic

Constitution "Exsul Familia®.

Intense and continuous efforts have been ma-
ds o extend the action of Catholic organizations
®Md render it just as available and effective as it
18 in other fields of assistance for the numerous
People who seek to find in emigration a solution

to their problems.

Invaluable to us were the advice and direc-
tlves of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation, the
seoretary of State of His Holiness, the Delegate
o Emigration Services, and the Director of the
Emigration Services in Italy, with whom the Giunta

h
%% been in constant contact.

The information activities have been given
i:oimpetus by the remarkable increase in distribu-
then of the bulletin. Famous names have written of

Problems of liveliest interest and the news
Section has been given particular attention, Besi=-

8
S the usual information supplements, a special
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Rumber of the bulletin was issued for the 80th anni-
Versary of His Holiness and a special supplement for
Enigration Day.

Domestic and foreign quarters in which the
bulle‘bin circulates have given it the warmest of
"elcomes, On the anniversary of His Holiness and
for Emigration Day, special numbers issued for the
°Ccasion were sent to all Italian parishes as a
Beans of cantributing as much as possible to the suc

®8ss of these important ceremonies,

This year also on Emigration Day, on the ini=-
Bative or the Giunta a ceremony was organized in
ilan attended by the highest civil and ecclesiasti
cal authorities and including the awarding of pri-
%88 ang prize trips to Italian Catholic emigrants.

Among its own publications, the Giunta has
dedicated one igsue of its bulletin to the visit
t0 the emigrants of His Eminence Cardinal Piazza.
The Publication of "Orientation Notes for Emigrants"
fag Moreover been starteds Those concerning Austra-
113, Brazil, Chile, ‘Colombia, and the Union of South
Mricq have already been published (in fact some of
*hem gpg already in second editions) and those on

s o
t°me Other countries are in the process of being prin
eq,

Of course, the task of representing the Ca-

thoT »
h°110 viewpoint in various national and internatio-

n o
8 Meetings, in technical and study commissions,
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in Ccongresses and in any other necessary circum-
Stances has not been neglected. Special mention must
D¢ made of the participation in the UNESCO Conferen—
€ on the cultural integration of immigrants which
"as held in Havana, and also of the participation

N meetings held on various occasions in Europe.

In collaboration with the I.C.M.C. in Gene-
Va the Giunta is now preparing the Third Interna-
Ylonal Migration Congress to be held in Assisi from

September 22 to 26, 1957,

The Giunta's library and documentation have
- beep made available to students preparing theses

0 . :
R emigration,

In the specific field of coordination of Ca-
*holig activities for assistance to emigrants, the
“unge, nas intensified to the utmost its collabora-
ton With the Diocesan Commitees for Emigration,
B the £,0.4., snd the Patronato A.OG.hel.

In addition to the family reunion program,
: 8etailed review of which will be given further on,
;i:?eials of the G.C.I.E., sent on special missions
moszng this year, established direct contact with
them 0? the Diocesan Delegates and have provided
With every possible technical assistance.

Thanks to the collaboration of I.C.M.C.~-
e ¢
hneva and of similar Catholic organizations abroad
® Giunta was able to extend its long arm of assi-

8%
Shce 1o many Italian Catholics, already emigrated,

t
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Sting manual was prepared for the use of the branch
administrative agencies with material provided by
the Giunta °

Both the P,0,A. and the Patronato A.C.L.I,.
8uided by the G.C.I.E. have managed the training of
Yheir branch office staffs throughout the entire
Rationgl territory by means of visits and lectures.

The officials of the Giunta, in addition to
Being available for collaboration with the other or—
ganiZa‘bions whenever needed, give particular atten-
Hon 4o the visits to the Diocesan Committees for
Emigration and to their participation in the latter's
8Ssemblieg,

Numerous eirculars were sent to the Diocesan
0°mmittees, and counselling and information centers
T presently being establislied. Posters were prin-
%4 'ang distributed among the diocesan committees
to be bPut up at the doors of all the churches of I=-
taly inviting the emigrants to seek the assistance
- Catholic organizations.

As in the pagt, every kind of support has

) ’
®0 given to all the moral and material assistance
Ao+

tlvities for migrants., These meéasures of assistan=

b

i have been extended to several thousands of emi-
Srantyg not only through the supplying of general in-
s;::ation but also by statistical, technical, profes-
n 1&1 or medical documentation, and by the granting
Nterest-free losns for the ocean voyage, etc.
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lies who were victims of the catastrophe of Marcinel-
le,

The Giunta, apart from other such donations
8iven through the missionaries to the sons of our
*higrants, has seen to the adoption of the small pa-
Tish of Bun Duong in Southern Viet-Nam with the in-
tention of demonstrating, despite its limited means,
lts feelings of Christian brotherhood for these po-
PWlations, so ill-fated yet so attached to our Catho-
lie Paitn,

During the past year, contacts with the Ita-
lian authorities have been intensified with remarka-
ble resultss the Foreign Ministry has given maximum
SUPport o the family reunion scheme promoted by the
Giunta, and it has made a decisive contribution to
the Opening of the Giunta's offices in Egypte.

The Giunta, as requested by the above-mentio-
fleq Ministry, has made a valuable contribution to
the Study of the Vanoni plan and of the new set of
“Wigration lawsi The Ministry of Labor and Social
welfare, on its part, has extended to the emigrants
:::isted by the Giunta the same rights and facilities
¢h are granted to those assisted by ICEM and has
Sued administrative directives to all its branch

Ofps
ficeg to act accordingly.

Ih
SR Activity of the P.0.A. and of the ONARMO.

1) Within the limits and in accordance with
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the provisions of the Apostolic Constitution "Exsul
Famijjgn the P.0.A, has given alla possible assistan~-
¢® to individual prospective worker emigrants and

%0 their families still in the homeland waiting and
hoping to be able to join them,

2) In order to obtain the most complete and
Prompt reunion of families temporarily separated
by emigration, and in response to the new impetus
8iven to the economic and moral programs by the In=-
ternational Catholic Migration Commission, technical
m?aSures have been adopted to help achieve this aim
by taking advantage of the travel allowances granted

by the Catholic Loan Fund to emigrants and their fa-
milieSo

. 3) This work greatly benefitted from the
lntensified pace of exchange of news between fami-
ey and'emigrated workers, personal news and prac-
tical instructions to enable the interested persons
to benefit from the various provigions made in their
favor by the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy and the gover-
:z:nts interested in migration, and particularly by
Intergovernmental Committee (ICEM).

4) Great care was also taken by the P,0.A.

0; Protect the economic interests in Italy and abroad
the Italian migrants and consequently of their
h::ZIies still in the homelands all the more so whe=-
kersr disasters or fatal accidents occurred to wor-

* Special and immediate measures were thus adop-

te
q in favor of the families of the workmen who were
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killed in the mine of Marcinelle (Belgium) and in
Slmilar cases, thus showing to the stricken fami-
lies immediate and tangible evidence of the Church's

&ffectionate and brotherly understanding.

5) In the same way immediate and continuous
8Ssistance was given to the migrants in Morocco, Tu-
Nisia ang Egypt whose repatriation became necessary
5 a result of the critical political and military
Si%uation which had developed in those countries,

6) The service of moral, religious and so-
®lal agsistance has been maintained and improved
by Special staff at the emigrants'! centers in the
Pa11Way terminal in Rome (where a special chapel has
bean €quipped for religious services for emigrants,
railwaymen and travellers)., The same has been done
1n Genoa, Milan Palermo, Naples, etc., where in the
SMigrant centers by order and agreement with the
MiniStry of Labor and Social Welfare our correspon-—
Sent, assistance organization ONARMO, has taken over
the Supplyng of food.

Aﬁ&iﬁlégce of the Patronato ACLI

Regarding the Christian Associations of Ita-
lan Workers (Associazioni Cristiane Lavoratori Ita-
lang (ACLI) the Patronato has been specially appoin-
4 o assist emigrants both in Italy and abroad.

9 The Patronato ACLI is, in fact, particularly
11 Qualified for this kind of assistance. It was
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°fficially recognized by the ministerial decree of
December 29, 1947, published in the Gazetta Ufficia-
L8 of January.7, 1948, as the organization og assi~
Stance and protection of the Italian workers, to

Obtain for them acknowledgement of their social ri-
ghtsg,

The Patronato ACLI carries on its activities
free of charge to the benefit of all workmen without

"My distinctions wharsoever.

Regarding emigration the Patronato does not
Promote movements, It does not interfere with the
PToper tasks of the State which are the responsibi-
1ity of duly-appointed central and local agencies.
But the Patronato is an organization of assistance
Egi@ﬂgrants in all the matters concerning the emi-~
Sran, himselfs for information he may need, for ful-
Plinent or the formalities required of him, for
- Useful or necessary preparations and especial=-
Ly for everything concerning his social welfare for
“hicn the Patronato is especially designed and has

part10ular competences.

Since at present the Patronato has 92 prinvin-
*lal branch offices in Italy and 8,000 Secretariats
Seattered all over our country, it is easy to reali-
N the importance of such an organization merely in

t
he Tield of emigration.

In fact everywhere in Italy a worker who
ntendes to emigrate may address the offices of the
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Patronato and reveive from them all kinds of adyvi-
®¢y help and assistance, and the same help is ex-
Yehded to the emigrant worker who returns home and
o hig family in cases of matters pending with the
V&riuos organizations and social institutions (ei-
ther Italian or foreign) or with the worker's em- '
pl°yer, concerning the reimbursement of credits, the
S8ttling of the worker's insurance status, the col-
lsction in their behalf of indemnities dus to them,
%btention of documentation, and so forth,

The Patronato ACLI provides the following ser-

Vieesy among otherssg

a) delivers news and information on the emigra~
tlon Possibilities for various countries, confining
itself riforously to the official information on the
working and livingrconditions, the wages, the cost
" liVing, housing conditions, social welfare measu-
%88 ang 5o ong

b) helps the emigrants in the formelities for their
emigration and in getting their documents in order;

) facilitates their access to the provincial la-
i offices, to the medical and selection commissions,
b the centers of recruitment and of transportation
&br°adg etc,, according to the norms set up for the

Tloug types of emigration and for the various coun
I'ies;
4) Ssends them to vocational centers so as to qua=
V them to meet the requirements for emigrationg
8) informs them of the various welfare and social

ir
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Measures that may interest or help them, of the for-
Malities necessary for obtaining what is available
for an emigrant and for his family;

f) appeals to insurance and welfare organizations,
both Italian and foreign; to defend the worker's ri-
8hts and act on his behalf in case of dispute even
before the courts.

In this assistance activity, it is particu-
larly important to be in touch not anly with the
"orker himself but also with his family in order
0 seize every possible occasion to act on their be-
H31f o5 well as his, whether they remain in Italy
°F intend to join the emigrated hiad of the fami-

Y. 20 this end the Patronato ACLI, on behalf and
'8 collaboration with the Giunta Cattolica Italia-
%2 per 1l'Bmigrazione, has created a broad information
84 assigtance service which takes the form of loans

%0 as o facilitate family reunion as far as possi-
ble

Patronato ACLI assists the emigrants abroad
through the organization of social secretariats.
the importance of these secretariats is fundamental,
for the emigrant arriving in a land unknown to him
iInIIlediately finds a friend who helps him with problems
ittle and big, a help which he may need in order
°® Make nim feel less painfully the separation from

1s OWn country. They are also of great help to tho-
S v :
® Who, already established at their working place,
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Teceive assistance and thus feel that they are not
abandoned. In this way, it is possible to prevent,
0rd et leagt considerably reduce, the cases not on~-
1y of discontent but also of prejudice caused to our
Workers because of the impossibility or the difficul-
ty they have in asserting their own rights.

These secretariats are establishe in places
°f particular importance for our emigration, and
In each country are placed under the control of a
cﬁntral Secretariat generally established in the ca-
Pital city,

To avery secretariat is attached a secretary
Wh°’ according to the case and the possibilities,

By have one or more collaborators.

Particularly close collaboration is also main
Yaineq with the Catholic Missions in order to give
they 8Very possible help in developing their activi-
Hes and in procuring greatest possible participation

o 1 :
o Shigrants in those activities.

At present he Social Secretariats of the Pa=-
tronato ACLI are operating in Belgium, France, Ger-
Yy Luxemburg, Switzerland, Canada and Venezuela,

Particular mention must be made of an initia-
Hve which the Patronato ACLI every year throughout
BSani which -ghould hesisitated alusrabyande Bhit
S the "Gliornata dell'assistenza sociale® (Social
“Sistance Day) which serves to attract to the Pa-
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tronato and to its secretariats the attention of all
those who follow its activities. Its purpose is al-
S0 to deliver reports on the activities, and to ren-
der publie data and figures on cases treated, ini-

tiativeg taken, etc., so as to reinforce and vivify
the ties connecting the workers and the assisted per=

S0ns to the work and the efforts of the Patronato
ACLT,

éﬂi&lity of the Woman in Catholic Action

The Union of the Italian women of Catholic
detion in 1956 nass

1) visited members of ACI emigrated abroad (in
Switzerland, France and Belgium), who still consti-
tute nuclei of Catholic Action in connection with
the UDACI whose publications they receive.,

2) barticipated, wherever they were constituted
I the activities of the Diocesan Committees for E-
"eration founded after the publication of "Exsul
Familj_ans "

1 3) 8ot in touch with all the organizations dea-
ting With emigration and in particular with the Giun
B c&ttolioa Italiana per 1'Emigrazione.

Smi4) revived the interest in assistance work for
OHtSrants through its pullications and by carrying
gion&n inquiry in the most important emigration re-—

S for the purpose of publicizing the volume and
Be conditionss
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a) of emigration of women intending to reconsti-

Yte the family unit abroad;
b) of emigration of women in search of employment,

5) published and distributed a small conversation
®Ourse for the use of the women preparing to join

their families abroad.

This course aims at glving women a spiritual,
psyohologioal, hygienic and social preparation. The-
Te are additional lessons in catechism, apologetics,
®d the language and customs of the immigration coun
by,

Owing to its ramifications on the parish le-
ol ang +o its special nature (the course includes
farrigq women and single women of more than 30
years) this work is most important and appropriate

'8 the UDACT end will be the one to which it mew
levoteg the major part of its activities.

These courses are already being organized
1 entire valleys such as Verona, in villages such

i c°Senza and in many parishes of emigration pla-
Qeso

6) From the reports concerning the social year
(Ann° Sociale) which is just over, there resulted
ri°us initiatives spread over many fields. Among
" let us mention the following: meetings for the
Summer emigration of women workers in dioceses of
” O5ta; training courses for emigrants in Feltres
SPecigl collaboration with the Diocesan Commit-

Py
e IR
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tees for Emigration in Sora, Chiavari, Cremona, Iser-
ia Naples, Florence, Piacenza; assistance in procu-
Ting documentation in Reggio Calabria; assistance
Work in Caiazzo and in Comosj :

®O%peration with the ONARMO and ACLI in various e-
Migration dioceses such as Bergamo, for instances;
Sénding of newspapers from Ripatransone; correspon-
dence with the emigrants in Conversano and Caltagi-
Tone; collection of emigrants' addresses in Feltre
%14 Piacenza; assistance to the center of emigration
1n Genoa by a donation of one thousand rosaries for
*higrants sent by the National Centers

inquiriesg on departures from Cosenza and on repatria-
tiOns from England (Muro Lucano); preparation of a
training course for hotel service in Concordia., Ve-
Tong Sent Christmas greetings to all emigrants of

the diocese.

This year, however, the work in favor of emi-
8rantg has been marked by orientation and coordina-
*on o a national level in accordance with the ai-
U8 ang pPossibilities of the associations cooperating
R the diocesan and parochial levels with the Commit-
teeg depending on the Ecclesiastical Authorities and
giving all possible help with a fervent good will

:
n @nswer to local needse

Aetivities of the Girlsg' Division of Catholic Action

For many years thé Girls' Division of Catho-
te dction has been deeply interested in emigration, -

1
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especially that of girls and particularly from the
Point of view of their moral, spiritual and social
Preparation. The activity in this field is a dou-
ble ones

a) abroad, wherever emigrant Italian girls are
found;
b) in Italy, for girls who intend to emigrate.

In 1956 intense activity has been developed
abroad, where 86 associations of Giovane Feminile

(Young girls) of ACI were organizeds

38 of them in Europe (France, Switzerland, Bel-
Slum, Iuxemburg, England)
3 in America (Argentina, U.S.A., Canada);
39 in Africa (Libya, Egypt, Eritrea, Somalia);
5 in Australia (Victoria, Queensland, South Au-
stralia);
One in Asia (Syria).

The person responsible for emigration on
the Central Council has visited all the Girls?
ASS°01at10ns of ACI in Lybia, France and Belgium,
- Switzerland there is a permanent delegate who
ge in Charge of assistance to the Italian girls
"ho emigrate there.

" In the Italian dioceses the Girls' Divi-
U of Catholic Action prepares leaders for the
bajﬁning militants by giving courses of moral, re-
Slous and social instructions
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For these courses, three particularly appro-
Priate publications have been issued in 1956; "La-
Voro in terra straniera" ("Work in a Foreign Land")
for emigrants in generaly "Disporsi al servizio®
(“Ready for Service") for hotel employees; "Aposto-
la trg 16 operaie® (“Apostolate among Workers®) for

the workers,

The results, as already mentioned above, are
Mog+4 positive, for they enable every girl participa=-
ting in these courses to become a true Christian per-
SOnality, fully conscious of her responsibilities.

A "Vademecum for Emigrants"™ is being prepa-
ted in which more precise indications are given con-
eerning what emigrants must do before they leave,
during the journey; on their arrival and during the
85104 of their emigration, It will also contain

Usefy) information concerning the land of immigra-

5. ,
L¥ivity of the Italian National Committee of the

Gy :
Lrlge Protection Societye.

The National Committee, with headquarters in
Ome , unites and coordinates the activities of T2

iy
~incial Committees.

Their activity is carried on by Parochial De-

d |
;&EEEQQ in the large centers and by correspondents
3 Small villages. These constitute the link between




- 33 =

the Committees and the outlyng areas with an efficient

Convergent and divergent action.

In order to fulfill its purposes the Associg-
tion hag secretariats, homes, accommodations for fa-

mllies, offices in railway stations, etc.

Speaking in figures this complex work may be
SWmmed up for 1956 as follows:

Girls given shelter: 94,168 (among whom 10,855
Were foreigners from all parts of the world); this
T8ans 294,804 night accommodations.

Girls assisted in reilway stations: 163,473.

Girls assisted in refreshment centers opera-
teq by the Committee, and in miscellaneous other
Wayg, 10,195,

Employment office: cases assisted: 18,768,
N
SCretariatss cases assisteds 132,039,

And now a few examples of the various tasks

Caryp; :
fried on by the above-mentioned agenciess

; &) Secretariats: Their purpose is to remain in
0 3 = s . .
%Ch with social security or administrative bodies,

"th Ministries and organizations; to take all neces—
Sary leasures to place young girls in special insti-
dz:ioés (such as orphanages, institutions for re-e-

%ion or maternity homes for pregnant girls, etc.);
° but e employment service into action to limit
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the often unscrupulous practices of certain agenciess
%0 gather information (sometimes also required from
broad) on the moral conduct of the families who ha-
Ve offered employment to immigrants (as murses, go-
vernesses, etc.); to carry on correspondence in or-
der to announce in advance to other Committees the
Arrival of a certain girl at a certain time and pla-
€@, or in order to get in touch with the parents of
8irls who ran away from home and found shelter at
the "Protezione della Giovane". The latter cases,
hich unfortunately occur daily, are brought to our
&% tention by our assistants in the railway stations
°T by the Police.

b) Hostels: In these are housed for temporary
Stays girl students, teachers, Italian or foreign
t°urist39 either individuals or groups that are for
& brif perioad away from their usual place of resi-
dence’ and this for various reasons (competitive exa-

i : g :
lnatlons, search for a job, vacation, studies,
ete‘) k

1 c) Homes: These open to girls without fami-
183 or who are compelled to live for a long time

Aw
&Y from home for reasons of study or work,

. d) Station officess The assistance in rail-
y Stations, in certain road-stations and in some

b
l?rts is. assured by Station Assistants or with a
i feg gservice in transit centers of minor impor-
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tance, Many committees provide beds in the railway
Stations for young girls who must pass the night

8% the station for any reasons (for those who missed
& Connection, or for abandoned youngsters pointed
Ut by social workers or railwaymen, or for girls

°f dubious background).

The task of the station agents is to provide
infOrmation and advice of various kinds when reque=-
Sted; to look - at the arrival of a train - for lo-
98 girls who look young and uncertain, who might
easily be attracted by offers of any kind; to direct
#he young travellers to the Protection lodging cen-
Yers; to be ready, on being informed of their arri-

vEl: to receive those arriving from other cities.

Generally the information is sent from the
correSpondents at the place of departure to the pro-
Per Committees and is transmitted by these in due
S 5o the prace or Bestinatien.

The assistance in border stations is being
deve1Oped more and more and is receiving special
attention since it constitutes the beginning of the
Ssistance to departing emigrants. In fact it fre-
quently happens that women arriving at the border
B theiy way to join the rest of their families ha-

® %o Spend a few days there unexpectedly because
Sone op their documents are missing or not in order.

At the Brenner bdrder and in Vintimiglia the-
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e exist assistance centers with hostels; others exist
in Chiasso, Domodossola and Tirano. Everywhere these
travellers are helped to vanquish obstacleé of a bu-
Teaucratic nature, they are comforted and revigora-
teq, they are given shelter whenever it seems neces~-
Sary or convenient for them to stay overnight. For
Convenience married women and children also receive
this border assistance, contrary to the general rule.

Particular mention should be made of the or-
8anization which was consolidated in 1956 at Ponte
Chissso on the initiative of the Committee of Como

Whicy created a local sub-committee.

Many Italian women daily cross this border
to Work in Switzerland and return every evening to
POnte Chiasso. So the dormitory created by the Pro=-
Yection Society has been most useful, as is also
B8 Dossivility, offered to those who wish it, of
getting warm meals., This form of assistance is of
Sreay moral value since it is meant to reduce and,
11 ting we hope, to suppress the noxiuos activities
°f those dangerous elements who try to entice young

Srls ingo dubious places by offering them hospitali-
ty.

A
~8istance to Emigration

ung €irls emigrating abroad are assisted at the
fater of Departure where information, advice and
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1%ineraries are given them, and notification of their
8rrival is sent ahead to transit stations whenever
nec&ssary. Then the above-mentioned border assistan-
€@ enters into action and contacts with the corre-

SPonding organizations abroad are taken up.

A few months ago, there was established in
London g Secretariat of the Girls Protection Socie~
by dependent on the Italian National Committee.
This Was done in order to offer direct and effec-
tiveassistance to the numerous girls recruited in
Englang as servants or laboring women. The satisfy-
ing Tesults obtained after the first experiment fa-
Vorably 1ooked upon by the Italian civil and religious
SUthorities has led to give this organization a per-
fanen ¢ status, though this was not an easy matter.

Its moral and social value is most obviouss
Eex these girls travelling to a foreign country
Mose language they do not or anly insufficiently
%W, and whose customs, climate and food are so
different from their own, it is most encouraging to
® expecteqd at the station by our assistants,

It is a great comfort to them to know they
tay a@ppeal to persons who will understand both
feiy material and spiritual needs and who are rea-

q .
v %o 8ive them advice and assistance,

t Accompanied to one of the hostels or to
heir blace of work, guarded and protected in all
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¢ircumstances, they will hear the voice of their ho-
Meland that reaches out %0 its daughters even beyond

1ts borders.

g&mplementarx Assistance is organized to different

degreeg according to the possibilities of the local
Comnittees and to local needs. :

Some of these are, for instance: recreational occa-
Slons or regular meetings of homogeneous groups (ser-
Vants coming from the same districts of Sardinia,
Venlce, etc. — nurses who were trained at the same
SChool and who are working far from their place of
°Tlgin); courses of professional training in knitting,
Sewing, etc.; general instruction for semi-illitera-—
tes; Series of discussion groups led by the splrltual
#8sistant,
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