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LGI0US PREPARATION OF THE MIGRANT

by Rewv, J. Van der Hoogte

18 & truigm 4o say that a person who knows that
‘Change iy nig life is going to take place will

" Binselr ror that change if he is wise. He who
ﬁqgrtaking a long journey will take the necessary

: befOrehand, he plans the route he is going %o

he ohooses nis luggage, he settles his things.

the Chenge he expects means to him a new state of
Whetye, marriage, prlesthood or monastic life, this
Hon yiyy even take years. Choosing a trade, taking
" Post require a serious and through preparation.
*@,greater the change in the new conditions of life,
Ter the responsibilities entailed by such a change,
x.é €Ssential is a full and adequate preparation.
'iﬁﬂumber’ an engineer, a physician cannot start his
jhout Preparation; a nun or a young couple cannot
Pon New duties without having prepared themselves
e Neither can a migrant migrate without having
Rimselsr supriciently. For we must realize that
'“('is a kind of complete revolution in a man's
‘fy°1Ving acceptance of entirely new conditions

Vé‘ Migration is often a decision for the future not

e Person, but of a whole family and its later

ion implies giving up one's native country, one’s



Papj
itm sh, One's relations, one's social surroundings,

the e:e 8lving up frienfs who have the same character,
I gI‘a:"lltural and historical background.

100 more or less implies a radical uprooting
°W3ar:nold 80il and a transplantation into an entirely
"ty 8¢ 8011, It is a change to a foreign country
%%r °Telen language, a meeting with people having

LE
g Y8 of thinking and doing, having other manners

- Cugy

& g, i With a history and a civilisation that differs
Mlly I‘ESpects.
,OI'EQ

alea A Ver, migration is always to a certain extent

whethr i dark, a plunge into the unknown. The question

b % Migrant will take root in the new soil can never-

luek, "8 with pu11 certainty in advance. Climate, bad
eveh‘cs knesS, economic conditions and even political
eel‘t ny "Teck the migrant, for migration always implies
W g ffiamount of risk. Besides, in most cases it is

™™ Sult ang sometimes even impossible for the migrant
! e "b, Yecause with the decisive step of migration
By TNt hy g boats",

eI‘
it Yy mlgraJ‘7103r1 is attended by a psychological shock

gl‘%‘c i Shock will be the greater and heavier as the

% xpee‘ce 1thrown into these entirely new conditions
R
8o

) P ang unprepared, A hasty migration, a sudded

7 mean complete ruin, utter failure.
Sra
N%l Oy tlon 54 necessary in order to lessen this
N
&% 81l shock as much as possible. The longer the

Uy
ag
tried to pealize and visualize the new and
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Talge o
; €€ situation that awaits him in his new country,
ey A
Yoay 4 S Will be the shock to him. We must, however,
%
Pbe

Ze

] that even the best preparation cannot wholly
ent |

g *hat shokk nor guarantee the migrant from great

0ft
*I unpleasant surprises, It takes a long time,
Tule

Daty
advi::: :nd way of life, The difficulty that every
the % emigration countries meets is that he uses
% r;etzords for other ideas. During his life in his
Roty © migrant has formed his store of ideas and

‘01’13 f
Oy Tom the experience in his own country and his

8y
3
» before the migrant fits into the national

sul‘ro .
i%aSOf “ndings, 4 Dutchman, for instance, has Dutch
%ﬁa Olimate, sports, housekeeping, furnishings,

i .

hiside £ etc., and,unaware of the one-sidedness of
as

%%eti ' he brings them to his new country, but after

th T8 he o
a1 Will gradually discover that the ideas of

Q,
3 "4 the new country do not correspond.
oy N a0t from 4hat small country of Holland will

*Xpeps
0 er j .
fdiﬁta teNce in Canada or Australia that his idea
n
QVQW °¢ has to pe changed completely, what he calls

4 on : .
hcmmd § distance in Holland is a very short distance

By
e
a%tiee ®Aristian, the Doctrine of Christ and the
0 .
Qatholi T it form the basis of the whole of life. To

L&) % ;
* his faith, with its religious truths, its
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- its moral teaching, is not only the basis of
ant

8 life but also rule of conduct. Religion is unique!
Nothing can take its place; religion is fundamental.
. i:ligion does not givgﬁa prepared blueprint for each
... ;fe'g problems; it does not supply us with pat
.m&ttho Or everything we encounter, but it does tell us
i S€ answers are to be found. It tells us how to make
Uepriny, Religion gives us a place to begin.
BEetton s ottiiue in 157 18 diPscted by his religion.
g "L the events of his 1ife are judged from that point

e £
"y hig acts are ruled by the standard his religion

Ag ¥
Mty . Teligion teaches man the meaning and value of life,
1t :
o ® Sunny ang dark days, it also teaches him the meaning

mi
-
t°rem - Pass away., A living faith alone will help him

a

T -
*Ting and worry. Religion will remind him that all

,in OPtimistic in the midst of troubles and worries.
B:::Z "ill save him from utter pessimism. |
%dto ®S, religion urges man to see his responsibility
%tnm ac?ept the necessary of living up to it. He will
&uded : 10portant decisions thoughtlessly, but will be

Apy y Conscientious consideration of the pros and cons.
er N { e
t° t haVlng taken the decision, a religious man dares

ot
g 0 God for further help.

SDe oy
QIIli tally for a migrant is religion important, for

T !
h% Without any form of religion will easily lose
ly

Qertaint Y :
s Y about the end and purpose of his life, When
qifri

A difficulty, faith will help to tide him over this
t

Je
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the :;L;this implies the absolute necessity of preparing

gy, °°nd:? from the religious standpoint for the entirely
lons of life he is going to meet in the new country.

0p thl:epz}:UrCh and Catholic organizations that take charge

taak 1 1;hPa.I-at:‘Lon of the migrant will find a highly important

help R ie religious preparation of the migrant. They must

L ; deepening and refreshing his faith for, unless

RITH L 8s a definite and genuine meaning, unless it

ng I‘aot.real and concrete truth, unless it conveys positive

b a livileal information to a person's mind, it will never

Teyy ousng force in his life. That is precisely what a

Peq Creed is meant to be — a creed to live by! A man's

hia rusually influences his whole life. In the light of

inw -eed & knows God, he knows himself, he knows the world

th.eh w?h " dwells, and as he believes so he lives! Only

i .
& iy == Tealize the moral support that faith can give

Cip
Ty Culstance of 1ife.

8 |
" th I‘ellgio‘\'lt% preparation should especially be focussed

e TOllowing truths:

3 Pr°vidence. Every migrant should be deeply conviced
. teg ;s & loving father who cares for his children and
1&% entor them. He must know that the ways of God often
God's 'rely from the ways of men.

W Qan&'a"‘e is absolutely necessary, for - "Without

QJ“iz iy nothing"., At the same time the migrant mus®

]

N ' ag S s grace will not work without our cooperation,
1} 1 t
0

* Augustine says,"he who made us without our concurrence

Say :
€ Us without our concurrence."
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eliz::zeiving the sacraments the emigrant must firmly
ony t:t eVéry sacrament is a real meeting with Christ.
o Holy b en v.v111 he experience the power and the happiness
Tt :munlon and the joy of a good confession.
1 I'eals be a living truth that through prayer we come
' contact with, God, Who is the ultimate end of
8 life,
Noy :iziilyy the migrant should be told that though he is
est he can and must be an apostle. Confirmation

g
Tade pj
Oty him competent to spread the faith, defend the

ch
My ' D¢ a soldier of Christ. In his new country he
Ce :
Ttainly meet people who are looking for the truth,

thl‘ou:his astonishing how much good can be done by & layman

thy WiiOOd example and also through supplying true information
e (‘IOI.'I'GCT' misinformation and remove prejudice.

R arat_dltlon to these general reasons for religious

thay 10n, there are some other special, concrete reasons

i
Go

Sh 3
a der thig preparation highly necessary.
%!‘c Fenaing the same in whatever country you are, but

liy;, B comes to Him through the living Church. That

g ¢ |
"t the furch has its ministers who are needed for administration
8
%‘igt haCI'aments and for the instruction of the people; as
mini&te %8 ordained it. To come into contact with these
Ny Ts
Ce

L the knowledge of their language is absolutely
L
in 4y .

heﬁa heir new country and not even in their churches,

Too often we see that migrants do not feel at

Se £
gi"en i hey 4o not understand the language the sermon is
n
Sy e" they cannot speak to the priests, they cannot
? 1r
Yoy Confession, and in consequence they are estranged

ltl‘%s}:-le ftren, 0 ;
‘We )
L Constantly try to send out priest speaking the emigrant's
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:::ii:nfuage to surmount the difficulties of the beginning

the factn a receiving country, we must take account of

Wy that, as a rule, the number of these priests
absolutely insufficient. We must avert the danger

that
» the emigrant, while he is waiting for a priest of
o :
"0 nationality, will slacken his faith and even

Ose
? the Practice of it., Study of the language should

Orm

a

o great part of the religious preparation as a means
e&ﬂin

cmhwh

2,

€ as soon as possible into contact with the living

: °f the new country.
e Migrant rightly expects the Catholic Church to

be
the

e S8me in every country the world over. But it should
[Sh .

h % of the preparation to point out to the migrant

B the
he ministers of that Church are not the same everywhere,

He y4
Will find priests who are children of another

n&tiO

n .
g haVlng the same faith and the same sacraments,

at
th the same time having quite another character,

hep
&y Mentality, another way of thinking and doing,

€n 0
k the

8¢
QOunt s 3 %
iy great deal for all those differences, but it

e%ﬂe v
s Btial that the emigrant should be prepared to
¢

u, ®Se differences. Preparation will save him from

% Parochial lines, than ways that were customary

olg country., History and local circumstances may

Vg
a .
lse ideas, from unreasonable offences, and may
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Euard .
Mn againgt lapsing from the faith.

i .
tis impossible for countries with a short historical

pagt
to have in their churches the same liturgical splendor

o ¢ Countrieg with a long historical and cultural

B ° -
N Specially when & migrant's practice of his faith
as

him %
even

®d more upon the outward, liturgical form than
T conviction may such a lack of liturgical spendor lead
0

Tiss Mags easily, to neglect the sacraments, and

tu T
Wt1mélly to lose all practic: of religion. Pointing
e

lihlr

D&rt
of
{, the religious preparation.

POssibility and the probability of finding less

8lea] Spendor in the new country should be an essential

e
the S€ason of the year often accounts for the nature,

nty
Chy ¢h ihacy or the solemnity of the various feasts of the
° The

*a30y, Se feasts are often unduly influenced by the
8,

8

hig of .
L P B8%ural element may course play a predominant

in
Ortmﬁ;the celebration of various feasts, but the lack
kg
®pi
n
b g
o,
th
all
d%a by intimacy of the winter night, will be greatly

B8%ural factor should not be a reasons for not
feasts any longer. A person living in the northern

£ 5ng accustomed to a more or less white Christmas

Doip+ ;
ihth "ed by a plain Christmas during the summer holidays
S
nmt *Uthern hemisphere, He who has been prepared for

Ie .
hehel *fence will not be shocked by it. He may even
ty, Ped
by t

Te
5 ast,

\

O enter more deeply into the real meaning of

0 gre :
Quhli % part or religious instruction is left %o the
e

SChools, Though the migrants should be told that



b

it 4
*8 their sacred duty to send their children to Catholic
*Ghools’

y this will not always be possible for them as

*Te are not, always Catholic schools in the neighbchood.
t°t:§ the parents among the migrants should be prepared
| € over that part of religious instruction that is
ho:t:zlar?ly given in Catholic schools. They must know
g, €lve religious instruction, they must know ?he
®8 of the Scriptures and elementary Church history.

th their attention should be drawn to the publications
at

told
6

)

"8y be ugeful for that purpose, and they should be
that such books ought to form part of their luggage.

hougn in almost every country the migrant will find
§ e
g digg
ehul-‘eh as

Church or at least a chapel within reach, a
Ance will often make it impossible to go %o

B frequently as at home, In order to keep faith
ely gre

Peligio

Aty

at stress should be laid on the practice of
% at home, Corporate prayer keeps a religious

S
Phere yp the home. " A family that prays together
8 hern
Ty

he
mle 014 country is another means that should not be

53 Clinging to the religious customs and practices

I‘se . :
to the Stimateq, Ir these things are not pointed out
athom emigrants beforehand, the lack of religious practice
by € Plug e manifold material worries may prove to

at g
4l for the whole family and even for later generations,
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MIIM;:::::S frém Catholic countries or Catholic districts

. 0.th'l:edly be confronted in their new country with

ooy % er forms of religion and sects and even with
athens, If this happens without .waraning and

g
Darati on it . . Sl i
0o it may sometimes cause kind of religious

Bio
F 5 D and esen lead to religious indifferentism. I

ghl y
b Y advisable, therefore, to give future emigrants
Ty
3 €Xplanation of the principal non-Catholic religious
ot
8 they are going to meet in the new country.

feg
B less to say, this explanation can only be superficial,
111

8, m

it may prevent confusion and doubt.

&n: :?mOSphere, the social environment in which the
foy 1ved in nis former country, could often mean

% great religious‘ protection. The ties that bound
Ry n te his/family, his parish, his priests and friends
. Pt him in the sphere of Catholic life. The lack
rl‘om , I)roteﬁting environment may often cause a lapse

® faith, especially when a migrant's practice
inhel. rfaith was based more upon outward form than on
Sligious conviction. Forewarned is forearmed!

N
" :te}tperience teachos us that this is often the
D%% A E 8ingle young men and women., As these young
b 100 “Te not bound by family ties, they readly move
r“% a‘for better social conditions. This prevents them
O n vlntainir}g regular contacts with their own priests

% -5
he Parsh clergy. To emigrate without sufficient
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Pely .
d ; . :
Slous Preparations ir in general unwarranted for

&,
ny persoh 'b o - o
b s but for single boys and girls it can only

. .
®ligioug suicide!

I
% shoulq also be part of the religious preparation

o .
Do
10t out to the migrant his duty to support the

ehurch, th . 1 ; !
€ priests and the schools. This is especially

eeea
L S8y for migrants coming from countries where the
00 ¥
are s are subsidized by the State and who consequenily
no
¥ accustomed %o contribute to the support of the

sQ-h()()]_
-~ S¢ It ig a fact that the Catholics of these countries
* 3
m
%

o agnificent example of generosity with regard
84
; T church and their schools and the migrants should

8
ur
S8d to follow this example according to their means,

h
oy €Y should be told not to try to shirk this finaneial

1gat;
10N by referring to their own wants and needs.

. ;
ml&ll SPirit of sacrifice is a Christian virtue, obligatory

190 . ' °Ven on the migrant.

ey
nally, religious preparation should include an

8
1nte:ati°n of the religious organizations that exist
hfeofnew country to promote and to stimulate the religious
0 | 3 t?e Catholics. In addition to the moral support

My ne:Tlests speaking their own language and the contact
Mmmg Parish clergy and the maintenance of religious

lag;.  °T the former country, the contact with the Catholic
inthQOf.thgegOuntry will be of great spiritual advantage
g life op the migrants. And the Catholic organizations

Ve
8T the best means of establishing this contact.



> Through these organizations the newcomers
re .
*a8ily ang quickly incorporated into the parish life

of 5
theip new country.

Summary

i . :
Heration is only justified for a Catholic after a

Cron o
gh religious preparation,

T
his Preparation is essential, as it bears upon the
8

hav@

mm § o Strengthen his inner conviction and to bring
to

bas S
l - o
°F the whole of 1ife. From this foundation life

S its Primary importance. This preparation should

i it object to deepen the migrant's knowledge of

% more personal practice of faith, By means of
» books and courses, the result of this religious

Im:::tfon will be that the migrant will find a great
afaitln his religion, that the risk‘he runs of losing
%om‘cah Will not be so great, and that the psychological
1y Useq by the tremendous change will be absorbed

a
£y Wance )
of

vat The duty of this religious preparation rests

m&y all on the migrant himself, In carrying out this

h . -
th © Mgt be helped by the Church and by the organizations
ap
e Charged with emigration matters.

eltlln,e:iigious preparation should arise from the solicitude
}nﬂmp 4 by the Holy Father in his letter to the Australian
%Wudsg "t0 ensure that the Catholics amongst those (migrants)
h%me vl lask religious assistance or, as has so often

Ne ;
1 ag & result of spiritual neglect, be lost to the faith",

o
85¢
y I"V‘
ore Romano, April 28, 1951).
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